
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Patrick’s Parish, Church Hill 
“A spiritual oasis in the midst of the city” 

Under the Pastoral Care of the Marist Fathers  
since 1868 

“To  think as Mary, judge as Mary, feel and act as Mary in all things”  

(Marist Fathers’ Constitutions) 

******************************************************** 

St Patrick’s Church  

The parish of St Patrick’s acknowledges the Cadigal people of the Eora nation as the traditional  
custodians of this place we now call Sydney. 

 

St Brigid’s Church 

 

13th August, 2017                                                                    19th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 
 

Walk on air 

The Irish poet, Seamus Heaney, won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1995. In his speech of acceptance he spoke “of 
a line I wrote fairly recently instructing myself (and whoever else might be listening) to ‘walk on air against your better 
judgement’”. 

What do you think the poet might have meant? Be silly? Ignore common sense?  

The drama described in today’s Gospel (Matthew 14:22-33) raises similar questions. Jesus walks on water. Peter tries 
to walk on water . . .  

All the action in this drama happens around Jesus. He is the central figure, the driving force and reason for the  
unfolding drama. He is the one who makes the story worth telling. Everything that happens brings Jesus into greater 
relief. Is this not a pattern for the drama of each of our lives as “Christians”? Paradoxically, the central figure of the 
drama of our lives is not us. That is perhaps the most difficult lesson to learn. 

We are called – and we choose – to be participants in a drama being played out through Him, with Him and in Him. 
We do not know the exact script ahead of time. Nor do we know our part ahead of time. Slowly our part is revealed to 
us on a need-to-know basis. Often enough we find out after the fact. The waiting and discovering, the not knowing and 
the being surprised, will never cease until the day we die. And so we become disciples. Moment by moment, day by 
day. Or we do not. 

We will always be tempted to write the script, tempted to assume we know what our part is in the drama and –  
wittingly or unwittingly – replace the Christ-centred drama with our own self-centred one. We must resist those  
temptations. Our part is to turn up each day, ready and willing. Mary’s response to the Angel exemplifies the right  
attitude: “You see before you the Lord’s servant. Let it happen according to your word” (Luke 1:38). 

Mary would have understood Seamus Heaney’s instruction: ‘walk on air against your better judgement’. I suppose  
Peter would have too – eventually. After he had seen the empty tomb and encountered the risen Lord. But maybe that 
is the hard reality. We do not step into this way of being as we might step out of a boat. We do not become utterly  
willing and able participants in the Jesus-drama, simply because we will it.  

Peter needed that experience of sinking, the sudden terror that he was not capable of walking on air or water. And his 
inability, his failure, was not what the drama was about. He needed to discover, through his helplessness, the way of 
grace. Peter needed to experience, in that horrible moment of failure, that this drama is first and last about Jesus. With 
Him at the centre – and only with Him at the centre – we can begin to make some sense of our own tragic-comic  
existence. 

See www.aquinas-academy.com for background material on the Gospel text. 

Fr Michael Whelan, SM  
Parish Priest 

http://www.aquinas-academy.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assumption:  The Solemnity of the Assumption, a holy 
day of obligation, falls on Tuesday this year.  For your 
convenience,  two Masses have been added to the 
schedule of Masses at St Patrick’s for that day.  The 
Masses will be celebrated at the following times: 7.00 
a.m., 8.00 a.m., 10.30 a.m. 12.05 p.m., 1.05 p.m., 5.30 
p.m. and 6.30 p.m. 

Charitable Works Fund Appeal: Thank you to those 
who gave generously to our Charitable Works Fund  
appeal last weekend.  Thank you for your support for 
these very important ministries of charity. 

Anniversary Year 2018: In 1818 the Blessed  
Sacrament was preserved in the Parish when Fr  
Jeramiah O’Flynn was deported. On Sunday May 6

th
 

2018, Archbishop Fisher will celebrate the noon mass at 
St Patrick’s with Bishops from around Australia to mark 
the 200

th
 Anniversary of that event.  

Australian Catholic Youth Festival: St Patrick’s Young 
Adults is inviting young people of the area to join our 
City Deanery and attend the Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival held at Sydney Olympic Park from 7

th
 - 9

th
  

December 2017. If you are aged between Year 9 and 30 
please consider calling Jonathon on 0426 267 449 or 
contact citydeanery@gmail.com to learn about how to 
become part of this group and so have the opportunity to 
attend and participate in this Festival. Early-bird  
registrations close on 16

th 
August 

Office Available for Lease: The office area above St 
Brigid’s Church is currently leased by an architectural 
practice.  The occupant intends to move out in the  
coming months and so the Parish is seeking a  
replacement Tenant for a commercial lease. The area is  
 

approximately 146m2, fully renovated and offers an air 
conditioned boutique creative style space comprising 
two (2) x open plan rooms with kitchenette including  
access to amenities and a shower. Enquiries and further 
information should be directed to our Managing Agent, 
Michael Laing of Raine & Horne Commercial on  
0414 606 035 or mlaing@rhbjcc.com.au.  

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

Pope Francis 
 

“Let us ask ourselves if we are parlour Christians, 

who love to chat about how things are going in the 

Church and the world, or apostles on the go, who 

confess Jesus with their lives because they hold him 

in their hearts. Those who confess Jesus know that 

they are not simply to offer opinions but to offer 

their very lives. They know that they are not to  

believe half-heartedly but to ‘be on fire’ with 

love.” (Pope Francis, Homily, St Peter’s  

Bassilica, 9 June 2017.) 

 

W ISDOM  F ROM  THE  TRADITION  
 

òThe Christian faithful have the right  
to worship God according to the  

prescriptions of their own rite, approved by 
the legitimate pastors of the Church, and to 

follow their own form of spiritual life,  
consonant with the teaching of the 
Church.ó (Canon 214 of the 1983 Code  

of Canon Law.)  

Recommended by the Parish Priest:  

“Evangelical Fundamentalism and Catholic  

Integralism: A Surprising Ecumenism”. Google “La 

civilta + evangelical fundamentalism”. 

 

PARISH DIARY THIS WEEK 

Mon, 14th Aug:  St Maximilian Mary Kolbe, priest, martyr 

 Morning Prayer of the Church, 7.45am  
 

Tue, 15th Aug: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

 Morning Prayer of the Church, 7.45 a.m.

 Christian Meditation, Crypt 12.15 - 12.55 p.m. 

 Evening Prayer of the Church, 5.15 p.m.

 Legion  of Mary,  

 Level 3, 141 Harrington Street, 6.15 p.m.

 Young Adults, Crypt 6.30 p.m. - 8.00 p.m. 

Wed, 16th Aug:   Morning Prayer of the Church, 7.45 a.m. 

 Novena, 12.30 p.m. and 5.00 p.m. 

 St Pats Bible Study Discussion Group

 Crypt, 6.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m.  

Thurs,17th Aug:      Morning Prayer of the Church, 7.45 a.m.
 Rosary in the Crypt at 12.30 p.m.  
 Evening Prayer of the Church, 5.15 p.m. 
 

Fri, 19th Aug: Morning Prayer of the Church, 7.45 a.m.

 Evening Prayer of the Church, 5.15 p.m. 

Sun, 20th Aug: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A  
 Australian Catholic Historical Society  
 Crypt, 2.30 p.m. 

Are you interested in adult educational courses?   

Film Lectio III  
Conscience and  

Commitment in ñSilenceò  
 

Presenter:  Marie Biddle rsj, Ma, Mth 
& Michael Whelan SM, PhD 

Martin Scorsese’s film Silence tells the 
story of two Jesuit missionaries who face the ultimate test 
of faith when they travel to Japan in search of their  
missing mentor at a time when Christianity was outlawed 
and their presence forbidden.  This film is the culmination 
of Scorsese’s 28 year journey to bring Shusaku Endo’s 
1966 acclaimed novel of the same name to life.  A  
somber introspective meditation on faith and resilience  - 
the film makes for demanding viewing.  It is an  
exploration of the ambiguity of choice and of the depth of 
commitment - “the struggle for the very essence of  
faith - stripping away everything else around it” -  
according to Scorsese. If you require more information, 
please see the fliers at the back of the church. 
 

Where:   Aquinas Academy, Level 5 141 Harrington St 

When:  3 Thursday mornings, August 17
th

, 24
th 

& 
 31

st 
 from 10 am - 12 noon. 

Cost:    $30 per person, including class notes  
 

Aquinas Academy Policy on Payment of Fees: 

Aquinas Academy is committed to making education in the 
faith as available as possible. No one should feel excluded 
for financial reasons. If you cannot afford the fees, make a  
donation. No questions will be asked. But please come and  
benefit from the course, the company and bless us with your 

own gifts and presence.  Michael Whelan SM, Director 

AQUINAS ACADEMY COURSES 
LEVEL 5, 141 HARRINGTON ST, THE ROCKS TEL: 9247 4651 

SILENCE 

mailto:citydeanery@gmail.com
mailto:mlaing@rhbjcc.com.au


Marriages:  
Refer to website: 

http://www.stpatschurchhill.org 

Baptism: 3rd Sunday of each 

month at 1.15 p.m.  Refer to website: 
http://www.stpatschurchhill.org 

Historical Tour : Every 1st 

and 3rd Monday of the month.   
Bookings are essential and made  

via the Coffee Shop.  

 

 

Sunday First  
Collection:  

 
 

Support of the Marist 
Priests at  St Patrick’s. 

 
Sunday Second  

Collection:  
 

General Parish  
Expenses. 

 
 

Regular Electronic  
Donations 

 

Please consider  
donating to our parish 

electronically on a  
regular basis.  

 

 There are yellow  
information slips at the 

back of the church.  

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

CONVERSATIONS WITH JESUS 2 
Notes by Tom Ryan sm  

 

Letõs resume the conversation with Jesus. 

 

Truth Seeker:   You donõt see your disciples as servants but as friends. Friends must be important to you?  

Jesus:   Very important. I canõt get by without them. Many of the people I healed and 
taught became my friends. I really enjoy their company especially at meals. People  

relax. A few wines and they open up. Itõs amazing what happens over the dinner table.  

I also need companions in my work. I canõt do it on my own. Thatõs not a good way of 

encouraging people to develop their gifts, nor the way friends treat each other.  

In one sense, too, my Abba/Father is my friend ð and yours. One of my favourite images 
is of the master of the house who comes home, sits the servants down, and waits on them. That really 

shocks people. Thatõs how God behaves??  

Of course, what I do as the son of the house is sit down and share a meal with them, side by side. Itõs 
the sort of thing the Father would do in my shoes. Thatõs why I tell people that the best way to see God 

is as a friend. Christian Living? Start there.  

Truth Seeker : Whatõs the metaphor or symbol that best captures what it means to live and act as your 

friend?   

Jesus:  I think itõs the image of the ôheart.õ Itõs not quite a modern understanding of the word ð the  
centre of the affections. In the Hebrew Scriptures, the ôheartõ is a symbol of the whole person . It  

embraces feelings, memories, ideas, plans, decisions.  

Every person is made in our divine image. And this is especially visible in their freedom. To be a person 

is to seek to know what is true, what is good, and to choose to act on it freely.  

My Father and I wonõt force people with the truth. We canõt compel people to love us. They have to be 
led gently by the Spirit. Truth and love have to convince by their own power. It is an  invitation  to share 

a life.  

So thatõs why I like the ôheartõ metaphor. A personõs heart is the centre of their freedom. It is the place 
where people enter to be in dialogue with themselves and where they open themselves or close  

themselves to God. Itõs what you call ôconscience.õ  

To have a ôheartõ also means the capacity to be in relationship . That is crucial for me since it is from  my 
Abba/Father than I am who I am. I am made for and to  my Abba/Father and together we reach out in 

love to others with  the Spirit.  

Itõs the same for human beings. Being-in-relationship in a community is the primary image of God. Thatõs 
why the Church is so necessary. And within the Church you are part of the wider network of  

relationships in the world.  Letõs continue this later. 

First Reconciliation & 
First Communion:   

Any parent who wishes for their 
children to be prepared for these 
sacraments, please contact the 
parish office on 9254 9800 as 

soon as possible as the program 
will commencing shortly.    



The church is fitted with an audio loop for the hearing impaired. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS for the 19
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 

MASS PROGRAM 

 

SUNDAY: 
(Vigil, Saturday 6 pm) 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 noon (Choir), 3, 4, 5, 6  
and 8 pm. 
 

St. Brigid’s, Millers Point:  9.00 am. 
 
WEEKDAYS 
8 am, 10.30 am, 12.05 pm, 1.05 pm and  
5.30 pm. 
 

SATURDAY 
8 am, 12 noon and 6 pm (Vigil). 

RECONCILIATION PROGRAM 
 

SUNDAY: 7.00 am - 1.00 pm;  
3.00 pm - 6.30 pm; 8.00 pm - 8.30 pm. 
 

MONDAY, TUESDAY. THURSDAY: 
7.30 - 8.00 am; 10.00 am - 12 noon; 
12.30 - 1.00 pm; 5.00 pm - 6.00 pm. 
 

WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY: 
7.30 - 8.00 am;  10.00 am - 2.00 pm;  
4.00 pm - 6.00 pm. 
 

SATURDAY: 7.30 - 8.00 am;  
10.30  - 11.30 am;  5.00 pm - 6.00 pm. 

NOVENA OF OUR LADY OF  
PERPETUAL HELP 
Wednesday: 12.30 pm, 5.00 pm 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Every 2nd Thursday of the month, 10.30 am 
 

SECOND RITE OF RECONCILIATION 
1st Friday of the month, 9.45 am 
 

LITURGY OF THE HOURS, Each weekday  
mornings at 7.45 am &  the evenings on Mon, 
Tue, Thurs and Fri at 5.15 pm.      
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
Masses: 8.00 am, 12.00 noon, 5.30 pm 
 

Reconciliation: 7.30 am - 8.00 am,  
11.30 am - 12.00, 4.30 pm - 5.00 pm 

A reading from the first book  

of Kings 19.9, 11-13  

When Elijah reached Horeb, the  

mountain of God, he came to a cave, and 

spent the night there. Then the word of 

the Lord came to him, saying, "Go out 

and stand on the mountain before the 

Lord, for the Lord is about to pass by." 

Now there was a great wind, so strong 

that it was splitting mountains and break-

ing rocks in pieces before the Lord, but 

the Lord was not in the wind; and after 

the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was 

not in the earthquake; and after the earth-

quake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 

fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer 

silence. When Elijah heard it, he wrapped 

his face in his mantle and went out and 

stood at the entrance of the cave.  

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Response to the Psalm: 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
and grant us your salvation. 
 
 
 
 

A reading from the letter  
of Paul to the Romans 9:1-5 
I am speaking the truth in Christ. I am not 
lying; my conscience confirms it by the 
Holy Spirit. I have great sorrow and  
unceasing anguish in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself were accursed 
and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
own people, my kindred according to the 
flesh. They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the adoption, the glory, the  
covenants, the giving of the law, the  
worship, and the promises; to them  
belong the patriarchs, and from them, 
according to the flesh, comes the  
Messiah, who is over all, God be blessed 
forever. Amen. 
The word of the Lord.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
Alleluia! Alleluia!  
I hope in the Lord, 
I trust in his word. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the Gospel  
according to Mathew 14:22-33 
Immediately after feeding the crowd with 
the five loaves and two fish, Jesus made 
the disciples get into the boat and go on 

ahead to the other side, while he  
dismissed the crowds. And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the 
mountain by himself to  pray.  When 
evening came, he was there alone, but 
by this time the boat, battered by the 
waves, was far from the land, for the wind 
was against them. And early in the  
morning Jesus came walking toward 
them on the sea. But when the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they 
cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus 
spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is 
I; do not be afraid." Peter answered him, 
"Lord, if it is you, command me to come 
to you on the water." Jesus said, "Come." 
So Peter got out of the boat, started  
walking on the water, and came toward 
Jesus. but when he noticed the strong 
wind. he became frightened, and  
beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, 
save me!" Jesus immediately reached out 
his hand and caught him, saying to him, 
"You of little faith, why did you doubt?" 
When they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat  
worshipped him, saying, "Truly you are 
the Son of God." 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

PARISH OFFICE 
 

Address:          141 Harrington Street, Sydney   
Office hours:   9.00 am. - 4.30 pm Mon., Tues.,  
 Wed, Fri. Thur. 9.30 am - 2.30 pm.  
 

Telephone: 9254 9855   Fax:  9252 3431 
Email:               office@stpatschurchhill.org 
Website:  www.stpatschurchhill.org 
 

St Patrick’s Church: 20 Grosvenor Street 
 Church Hill 
 
St Brigid’s Church: 14 - 16 Kent Street 
 Millers Point 

 

Fr. Michael Whelan, SM 
Parish Priest 
 

John Attneave,  
Parish Business Manager 
 

Sr Marie Biddle, RSJ,  
Aquinas Academy  
 

Michael Borromeo,  
Coffee Shop Admin.  
 

Andy Carter,  
Maintenance Manager 
 

Rita Di Napoli,  
Parish Secretary 
 

Br Terry Garrett, SM 
Fr. Paul Hachey, SM 
Fr. Fred Kado, SM 
Fr. Bernard McFadyen, SM 
Sr. Fidelis McTeigue, SM 
 

Helen Nejaim, Sacristan  
 

Mona Redito,  
Parish Secretary 
 

Fr Kevin Stewart, SM 
Fr Garry Reynolds, SM 
Fr Michael Young, SM 

 

PARISH STAFF 

 

Hymns for the 19 th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A  

Entrance: Seek, O Seek the Lord, 211 
 

Acclamation: Save us, Saviour of the World, for by your Cross and 

Resurrection you have set us free. 

Communion: Lord to Whom Shall We Go, 189 

Thanksgiving:  The Cry of the Poor, 36  

Recessional: O God, Our Help in Ages Past, 459  

(Two verses only) 

Becoming Catholic (RCIA)  
Do you feel called by Christ to enter 

the Roman Catholic Church? RCIA is a  

journey for adults to learn about the 

Church, the Sacraments and the  

Christian life.  It is a journey through 

various stages of spiritual formation.  Upon complet-

ing RCIA, one is initialled at the Easter Vigil on Holy 

Saturday.  Please contact Sr Fidelis on 9254 9804 or 

visit St Patrickõs website for further information.  

þCome  
Follow  MeĄÿ  


