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23 August  2026                                      Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

This Sunday's liturgy addresses to us Christians but also at the same time to every 
man and every woman the double question that one day Jesus put to his disciples. He 
first asked them: "Who do men say that the Son of man is?". They answered him 
saying that some of the people said John the Baptist restored to life, others Elĳah, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets. The Lord then directly questioned the Twelve: "But 
who do you say that I am?". Peter spoke enthusiastically and authoritatively on 
behalf of them all: "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God". This solemn 
profession of faith the Church continues to repeat since then. Today too, we long to 
proclaim with an innermost conviction: "Yes, Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God!". Let us do so in the awareness that Christ is the true "treasure" for 
whom it is worth sacrificing everything; he is the friend who never abandons us for 
he knows the most intimate expectations of our hearts. Jesus is the "Son of the living 
God", the promised Messiah who came down to earth to offer humanity salvation 
and to satisfy the thirst for life and love that dwells in every human being. What an 
advantage humanity would have in welcoming this proclamation which brings with 
it joy and peace!

"You are the Christ, the Son of the living God". Jesus answers Peter's inspired 
profession of faith: "You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my Church, and the 
powers of death shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the Kingdom 
of Heaven". This is the first time that Jesus speaks of the Church, whose mission is 
the actuation of God's great design to gather the whole of humanity into a single 
family in Christ. Peter's mission, and that of his Successors, is precisely to serve this 
unity of the one Church of God formed of Jews and pagans of all peoples; his 
indispensable ministry is to ensure that she is never identified with a single nation, 
with a single culture, but is the Church of all peoples - to make present among men 
and women, scarred by innumerable divisions and conflicts, God's peace and the 
renewing power of his love. This, then, is the special mission of the Pope, Bishop of 
Rome and Successor of Peter: to serve the inner unity that comes from God's peace, 
the unity of those who have become brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.

Pope Benedict XVI, Angelus, 24 August 2008.

i Barakat
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Who do you say that I am?



A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
22:19-23  (JB)

Thus says the Lord of hosts to 
Shebna, the master of the palace: I 
dismiss you from your office, 
I remove you from your post, and the 
same day I call on my servant Eliakim 
son of Hilkiah. I invest him with your 
robe, gird him with your sash, entrust 
him with your authority; and he shall 
be a father to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem and to the House of 
Judah. I place the key of the House of 
David on his shoulder should he 
open, no one shall close, should he 
close, no one shall open. I drive him 
like a peg into a firm place; he will 
become a throne of glory for his 
father's house.

 The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

R. Lord, your love is eternal; do not 
forsake the work of your hands.

A reading from the letter of St 
Paul to the Romans 11:33 - 36 (JB)

How rich are the depths of God - how 
deep his wisdom and knowledge - 
and how impossible to penetrate his 
motives or understand his methods! 
Who could ever know the mind of the 
Lord? Who could ever be his 
counsellor? Who could ever give him 
anything or lend him anything? All 
that exists comes from him; all is by 
him and for him. To him be glory for 
ever! Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia! You are Peter, the 
rock on which I will build my 
Church; the gates of hell will not 
hold out against it. Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew 16:13-23 
(JB)

When Jesus came to the region of 
Caesarea Philippi he put this 
question to his disciples, 'Who do 
people say the Son of Man is?' And 
they said, 'Some say he is John the 
Baptist, some Elĳah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.' 
'But you,' he said, 'who do you say I 
am?' Then Simon Peter spoke up, 
'You are the Christ,' he said, 'the Son 
of the living God.' Jesus replied, 
'Simon son of Jonah, you are a 
happy man! Because it was not flesh 
and blood that revealed this to you 
but my Father in heaven. So I now 
say to you: You are Peter and on this 
rock I will build my Church. And the 
gates of the underworld can never 
hold out against it. I will give you the 
keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
whatever you bind on earth shall be 
considered bound in heaven; 
whatever you loose on earth shall be 
considered loosed in heaven.' Then 
he gave the disciples strict orders 
not to tell anyone that he was the 
Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Camino of St Joseph 2026 Opening Mass at St Patrick's Church Hill
On Friday 21 August St Patrick's Church Hill welcomed over 1000 men  to 
the opening Mass for the 2026 Camino of St Joseph. Men of all ages began 
to arrive at 7pm for Adoration of The Blessed Sacrament and the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation. The church filled up quickly and so the crypt and courtyard 
were set up to accomodate the overflow of pilgrims. The prayerful 
participation of the congregation was very encouraging and they helped set 
the tone for a wonderful pilgrimage throughout the night, which included 
visits to the Catholic parishes of Annandale, Camperdown, Broadway, Surry 
Hills, Elizabeth Bay, and concluded with 6am Mass at St Mary's Cathedral. 
Thank you to Michael Jaksic and his team for organising a memorable 
pilgrim experience - it was a very special night at St Patrick's Church Hill.

Invitation to anyone who is interesed in becoming a Catholic
Jesus Christ offers everyone "life to the full" (Jn 10:10) and continues to call 
people to come, follow him! If you or someone you know is interested in 
learning more about becoming a Catholic, we would love to hear from you. 
Please contact us at: office@stpatschurchhill.org to organise an intial 
discussion with one of our priests. Explore the Catholic Faith with us in a 
trusting non-pressure environment. We are here to help explore answers to 
your questions and to share the Good News of Jesus Christ
 with you. 

Parish Office Hours – 26 August to 22 September  

Please be advised that our Office Manager, Mona, will be away for her 
annual leave over the next few weeks and the parish office will not be 
operating at its usual capacity during this time. To report any maintenance 
matters, please email Andrew Carter: maintenancemgr@stpatschurchill.org

For all other matters please email: office@stpatschurchill.org but note that 
usual office operations wont resume until Wednesday, 23 September.

Thank you for your understanding and patience during this period. 



RECONCILIATION PROGRAM

MONDAY - FRIDAY:
7.30 - 7.55 am; 10.00am - 11.00am;
12.00 noon - 1.00pm: 4.30pm - 5.20pm

SATURDAY: 7.30am - 7.55am; 
10.30am - 12.30pm; 5.30pm - 5.55pm

SUNDAY: 7.45am - 8.30am;
9.45 am - 11.45am; 3.45 pm - 4.45 pm

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS: 7.30am - 7.55am; 
11.30am - 11.55am; 4.30pm - 5.20pm

Please Support our Parish 

St Brigid’s Church, 
14-16 Kent Street, Millers Point

Did you know - St Brigid’s, 
designed by colonial architect
Ambrose Hallen, is the oldest 
surviving place of Catholic 
worship in Australia? 
Governor Richard Bourke 
approved the site and building
plan in 1833.

Join our community 
for Mass - Sundays at 9.00am

Electronic Donations: We have a tap 
machine for electronic donations near the
entry to the church or click on the QR code.
For regular donations from your credit card,
please contact the Parish Office.

Sunday First Collection:
Support of the Priests at St Patrick’s and St 
Brigid's
Sunday Second Collection:
Church expenses and parish mission.

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate 
people to deal with a crime are the police. 
If you  or anyone you know – have been 
abused, please contact the police.  Alternatively,
you can contact the Safeguarding &  Ministerial
Integrity Office (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest 
who will be able to provide support and guidance.
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to 
report crimes to the police.

MASS PROGRAM
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 8.00am, 10.30am, 
12.00noon & 5.30pm. 
*Church open from 7.30am - 6pm
SATURDAY: 8.00am, 12.00 noon 
Vigil Mass at 6.00pm.
*Church open from 7.30am - 6.45pm
SUNDAY: 8.00am, 9.00am, 10.00am, 
11.00am, 12 noon (with choir), 3.00pm, 
4.00pm, 6.00pm
*Church open from 7.45am - 6.45pm

St. Brigid’s, Millers Point: Sunday 9.00am 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY: 8.00 am, 12 nn, 5.30 pm 
*Church open from 7.30am - 6.00pm

The church is fitted with an audio loop for the
hearing impaired

PARISH OFFICE

Address:            141 Harrington Street, Sydney 
Office hours:      Monday - Wednesday, Friday
                          9.30 am - 12.00 pm
                          1.00 pm -   4.00 pm

Telephone:         9254 9855     Fax: 9252 3431
Email:                 office@stpatschurchhill.org
Website:             www.stpatschurchhill.org

St Patrick’s  Church:     20 Grosvenor Street, 
                                     Sydney, NSW 2000

Parish Priest
Fr. Lewi Barakat 

Assistant Priests
Fr. Anthony Mifsud

Fr. Anderson Gallego Rodas
Fr. Matthew Lukaszewicz

Mona Redito, 
 Office Manager

Andrew Carter, 
 Maintenance 

Helen Nejaim, 
Sacristan

Tereza Seric 
Safeguarding

St Patricks Parish

The parish of St Patrick’s acknowledges the Gadigal people
 of the Eora nation as the traditional custodians of this place 

we now call Sydney.


